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Cuts to public health contributes to a steady rise of COVID-19 cases 
and prompts Mayor Darrick Jackson to issue a mandate to slow the 
spread of coronavirus.

Timmonsville/SC/LDGWIRE/August 4, 2020 Amid growing concerns about the spread of 
COVID-19 Mayor Darrick Jackson issues a mandate to help slow the spread of new cases of 
the virus in his town and in surrounding communities. “At this point, mandating people to wear 
masks is the only way to get this virus under control. I see far too many people who are just not 
taking COVID-19 seriously, and that places them and everyone they come into contact with in 
danger.”, Jackson said.

The mayor stated that he is more than aware of the fact that there will be some criticism 
regarding his decision to issue the proclamation. His counter to his critics is a town ordinance 
which had a successful first reading during a virtual town council meeting. The ordinance is on 
the agenda for the second reading before a final vote during the next town council meeting on 
August 4th. “I have been encouraged by the support I have gotten from council members. 
Everyone is on the same page in terms of doing whatever needs to be done to protect the 
people of Timmonsville from COVID-19.”, Jackson said

The state of South Carolina has been hit especially hard in terms of how fast COVID-19 has 
spread across the state. There are many in the public health arena who would argue that the 
surge in cases in the Pee Dee region of the state and beyond should not be a surprise to 
anyone who lives in the Palmetto state. In a recent article which appeared in the Post and 
Courier, public health officials have been sounding the alarm for years about the need for more 
public health funds, and the urgency to restore the 20 percent of the infectious disease staff the 
South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) lost during the 2008 
recession.  

The mayor asserts that the consistent cuts to public health agencies like DHEC in the state 
budget places additional burdens on the people in his town and communities like his. 
“Timmonsville is a rural town surrounded by a number of rural towns. As the mayor of a small 
town, I depend on DHEC to provide information relating to this pandemic and other crises that 
impact public health. When they can’t function properly neither can I or any other mayor who is 



trying to navigate through this pandemic, and manage a town in rural America. Right now, we 
are in the middle of hurricane season, and that adds yet another layer of issues and concerns.” 
Jackson said.

Mayor Jackson says that the cuts to public health in South Carolina affect children, the elderly 
and those who are considered lower income the most. “Many of the people in my community 
depend on the services DHEC provides. I really don’t understand it. It’s almost like when it is 
time to balance the state budget, the rural communities are forgotten about. It is almost as if the 
powers to be at the Capitol don’t care in any way, shape or form about people who live in rural 
communities like mine.”, Jackson said. 


